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Have often Bed preſſed in ile to write this 
followiag Hiſtory of my Lite, that ſo the 
1 World, as well as my Friends and: Acquaint- 
ance, might Know the Lord's Dealings with me from 
my tender Years, both for the comforting of the 
Saints, and the Information and Inſtruction of all 
into whoſe Hands this Account may come; but 
above all, that the God of my Life might be feared 
and exalted in the Hearts, and by the Con verſa- 
tions (in Holineſs before him) of all 90 ___ and 
Daughters of Men for ever. 


I was born in the North Country, of Parents 
that were, for Religion, of the common Profeſſion 
of the Times in which they lived, with whom Ewas 
brought up, and inſtructed in their Way, until 1 
was about ten or eleven Fears of Age; within which 
Time I had many Exerciſes in my inward Man, 
and often prayed in bye Corners, as Words ſprang 
in my Mind, and as J learned Prayers without 
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Book; yet many ſtrong Combatings remained 
within me, which continued haunting of me many 
Months, until one Time, above all the reſt, I was 
almoſt overcome to conſent, the Devil urging me 
thereunto by a mighty violent Striving, to run down 
all my Reſiſtance and withſtanding of him. But an 
a ſuddain, there aroſe up in me a Power and Life 
that did oppoſe and gainſay the Enemy, making 
my Spirit ſay within me, with much Boldneſs and 
Courage, I will not ferve thee, O Satan, but 44wilt 
ſerve the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, whatfo- 
ever I ſuffer, or becometh of me "therefore, Which, 
I do remember, my Tongue alſo uttered pretty 
loud, with much Vehemency and Reſolution, in 
full Conſent to what was ſpoken inwardly in my 
Heart and Spirit, in Oppoſition and Contradiction 


to the evil Spirit that ſtrongly terapted me to give 


up myſelf to Wickedneſs. After this I was affright- 
ed when I came to conſider of thoſe oppoſite Stri- 

vings in my Spirit, what they ſhould mean, having 
never heard any Body ſpeak of any ſuch Thing : 


But eſpecially I was amazed, when I conſidered 
what that Voice ſhould be, which ſpake with ſuch 
an Authority in me, that it commanded my 


Tongue to ſpeak ſo boldly in Compliance with ir, 
and againſt the other, which had almoſt forced me 
to conſent unto its evil Motions and Suggeſtions 3 
yet by the Eaſe and Relief I found in my inward 
Parts, I concluded it was the Lord which helped 
me in ſo great a Strait. 


I remember after this, when I was tempted or 
troubled in my Mind, 1 would get into ſome Corner 
or ſecret Place, and pray unto God; and when I 
had committed Sin and Evil, I was til] troubled 
afrerward, and then I would pray to God for his 
Strength againſt them: And when J was alone, I 


was {ure to hear of all my Doings, they would. 


come 


C51] 
ome ſo freſh in my Remembrance, and be ſo ſet 
before me, that I could not get them out of my 
Sight, but endeavoured to get into ſome. private 
Place to pray and weep ; and then would promiſe. 
and covenant in ſecret with God, that if he would 
forgive theſe, and help me for the Time to come, 
I would never do the like again: Bat for all this, 
Evils prevailed againſt me, and I could not keep 
my Promiſes with God. So that Trouble came 
upon my Spirit, and I often mourned and went 
heavily, not taking that Delight in Play and 
Paſtime which I ſaw other Children took ; which 
made me often conclude in my Mind, that they 
were in a better Condition than I, and that ſurely 

God was angry with me, which made him ſo correct 
me, that I could have no Peace, whenas I ſaw other 
Children merry and chearful, and not at all as 1 
was. Yet ſometimes ] had Eaſe, and was chearful, 
hut it ſeldom held Jong, without ſame Intermixture 
of Trouble. I had allo many Openings in my 
Mind, which did ſometimes much amaze me, about 
Heaven and Hell, and wicked Men and good Men; 
and allo I ſaw many of the Prieſts prophane in 
tnoſe Parts, giving up themſelves to divers Kinds 

of Wickednels. 50 | 


About ten or cleven Years of Age I went to 
London, and there went to ſeveral Schools, until I 
was about ſeventeen Years of Age; in all which 
Time I was not without much Trouble and Exer- 
cites in my Mind; notwithſtanding I lived in a 
wicked Family, and among(t choſe that ſcoffed at 
all Strictneſs in Religion, yet I would get into ſome 
bye Corner, and pray and weep bitterly, from the 
Senſe of my own Sins, and would often reprove my 
School-fellows and Companions for their Wicked- 
neſs; I often walking alone by myſeli in ſome ſe- 
cret Place, when they would be at Play and Paſtime, 
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Thus 1 paſſed away my youthful pays in — 4 
and praying oft Times when Trouble was upon me 
which I was ſeldom free from whole Weeks, more | 
or leſs, either in the Night or Day-time 3 but all 
this Time I did not mind hearing of Sermons, being 
little acquainred with any that frequented ſuch Ex- 
erciſes, until I went to be an Apprentice, 5 the 
ſeventeenth Year of my Abe 58 


About this Time I was faded in a Pariſh i in 
London, where was a Miniſter, who was in thoſe 
Days called a Puritan, where J came acquainted 
with thoſe young People that frequented Sermons 
and Lectures, ſo often as we had any Liberty from 
our Occaſions, being Apprentices ; yet Trouble 
grew. upon me more and more, as I grew in Kno. 
ledge and Underſtanding 'of the Things of God ; 
and ſtil] I applied myſelf to reading the Bible, and 
other good Books, and prayed often, inſomuch as 
thoſe in the Family, where I was an Apprentice, 


took much Notice of it, and would ſtand in ſecret 


Places to hear me, though 1 then knew. it not. 


But I remember when I was moſt ese i my 

:votion, ſomething in me would be ſtill pulling me 
back (as it were) as if I would not wholly yet leave 
thoſe Evils I knew myſelf guilty of, but would glad- 
ly have them pardoned and forgiven, and yet would 
continue in them: Such a Thing I found within 
myſelf, gainſaying my earneſt Cries and Petitions, 
as if J would have had Peace with God, and yet alfo 
have continued ſtil] in thoſe Things I prayed againſt, 


which at laſt made me conclude, I was but an Hypo- 
crite, and did not belong to the Election of Grace, 


but was to become ſome eminent Spectacle of God's 
Diſpleafure, and that that which gainſayed my ear- 
neſt Cries was the Devil; and therefore concluded I 


was poſſeſſed with the Devil ; 3 and would often, as! 
had 


171 
had Occafion, be enquiring ng af Profeſſors how it was 
with them, and how they underſtood the Condition 
of thoſe to be, that were poſſeſſed with unclean Spi- 
rits in Chriſt's! Time; but all that I could ger from 
any, could not temove this out of my Mind, but 
that I was poſſeſſed with the Devil; for I thought! 
otten felt in my ſelf ſomething ſenſible; and manifeſtly 
oppoſing thoſe: good: Motions and Deſires that were 
in me, as if two had been ſtriving in me for Victory: 
And when I-was ſo tired out with Reſiſtings and 
- Fightings in myſelf, I could get no Relief or ſenſible 
Eaſe, but by going to Prayer, either ſecretly within 
myſelf,, or down. upon. my..Knees in ſome ſecret - 
Place; and oft Times when I was at Pietz [I was 
ſo poſſeſſed with Fear, that I looked behind me, leſt 
the Devil ſtood there ready to take me ſo ſoon as I 
roſe up; and then I was troubled for giving way 
ſo far, as to look behind me: Yer I durſt not leave 
pray ing for all this. And that which troubled me 
often Times was, that thoſe which heard me pray, 
admired my Gift in Prayer, and believed me to be 
a Child of God, when I concluded nothing leſs of 
myſelf, than that I ſhould deceive them, and cauſe 
God's Name to. be blaſphemed by my Miſcarriage 
at laſt, which I concluded muſt needs be at one 
Time or other; for I thought it impoſſible for me 
to continue in that Condition long, but I [Roam be 
made an Example ro all Free nes, 


Thus I continued profeſſing, and praying, and 
bearing. and reading, and yet I could not perceive 
any Amendment in myſelf; but the ſame youthful 
Vanities drew away my Mind when Opportunities 
offered, as before; which was never much to out- 
ward groſs Prophaneneſs, but only to idle Talk, 
and vain Company, in miſ-ſpending my Time, and 
minding Pride too much in my Apparel, and ſuch 
. ng 85, * all which I was condemned; as alſo 
4112 | | A 4 £5 | for 


1 
for wearing long Hair, and ſpending my Money in 
vain, which I thought might have been better im- 
ployed, if I had bought ſome good Books, or been 
charitable to the Poor : All that I did was con- 
demned, and myſelf for doing of it alſo 5 yet 1 
durſt not leave off my Duties, for then I thought 
the Devil would prevail over me, to make me de- 
ſtroy myſelf ; for I was afraid to fee a Knife if I was 


alone, or to have any in the Room all Night where 


T lay. And thus I continued running to Lectures 
when I had any Time allowed me by 'my Maſter 
from my Occaſions, which I endeavoured to get 
by doubling my Diligence in the Day- time, and alſo 
from my Sleep in the Night-cime, that ſo I might 


the more eaſily gain Opportunities of my Maſter ; 


all which I imployed in private Meetings and 

Lectures, going after any eminent Man I heard of, 
which by this Time I had obtained the Knowledge 
of, by my much Acquaintance with conſtant Hcar- 
ers of Sermons, and Frequenters of private Faſts 


and Meetings. 


I have often been in Congregations, hearing Ser- 
mons, when I have had much ado to forbear crying 
out in the Midſt of the Aſſembly, (I am damned, 


Jam damned) but did not, though I went ofien 


away full of Horror and Miſery in my Mind ; 
the Miniſters then commonly preaching by Marks 
and Signs, how a Man might know himſelf to be a 


Child of God, if he were ſo ; and how it would 


be with him if he were not ſo 3 which made me 
lometimes to conclude, I had ſaving Grace, and by 
and by to conclude, I was but an Hypocrite. And 
thus I was toſſed up and down from Hope to De- 


pair, and from a Sign of Grace in me one while, 


and then preſently to a Sign of an Hypocrite and 
Reprobate again; ſo that I could not tell what to 
co wita myſelf, or whether it were beſt to go to 

£2 Church, 
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Church, or ſtay at Home; for I could get no Reſt, 
or laſting Peace, by all my hearing and running up 
and down : And yet I had no Freedom in myſelf, 
to go to any of thoſe Miniſters in private, to ac- 
quaint them with uy Condition; partly becauſe 
I thought they could not help me, and partly out 
of Fear, leſt they ſhould diſcourage me, and tell 
me I'was an Hypocrite, and then Satan ſhould 
prevail to force me to deſtroy myſelf ; for I was 
afraid of any Thing that might confirm my own 
Thoughts of my miſerable State, which I believed 
to be bad enough, but was exceedingly afraid to - 
have my Thoughts ſeconded by the Sentence and 
Judgment of any other : So that I remember not 
that ever I went to any Miniſter to acquaint them 
with my Condition, but bore it ſecretly in my own 
Boſom, few knowing how it was with me. Then ! 
reſolved one Firſt-day Afternoon (called then the 
Lord's Day, being full of Trouble when J was an 
Apprentice) to go that Time which Way I ſhould 
be moved or inclined in my Spirit, whether it was 
-up Street, or down Street, Eaſt.or Weſt, North 
or South, without any Predetermination or Forecaſt, 
or ſo much as fore-thinking, either of any Man or 
Place to go to, or hear that Day, but only (as the 
Staff ſhould fall, as it were, or) as I ſhould be led; 
accordingly I did come down Stairs, and went, as I 
was led by ſomething within me, which I believed 
in and followed, until it brought me into a Pariſh» 
Church (ſo called) where I went in and fate down, 
and within a ſmall Seaſon of Time, a young Man 
went up into the Pulpit, and preached out of this 
Text, Ja. 1. 10. He that, walketh in Darkneſs, and 
bath no Light, let him truſt in the Name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon bis Ged. Upon which Text he had 
preached before, and was at that Time to pick out, 
or diſcover, who that Man was that feared the 
Lord, and yet walked in Darkneſs '; the which he 
ant performed, 


1 


performed, as if he had known my Condition, . 
aimed at, and ſpake to me in particular which did 
much relieve me, and at that Time much. comfort 
me, being ſo providentially brought thither, where 
I never was before, neither heard of any ſuch Man, 
that I remember. I went away much gladded, and 
continued fo for ſome Time; but Trouble came 
upon me again afterwards, through tome Negli- 
550 and Coldneſs, which gendered to Diſtruſt and 
nbelicf, fo that the old Enemy, the Tempter, 
got in again, and tore me worſe than before in my 
Mind, ſo that I queſtioned all that ever I had at 
any Time given me to refreſh me, as being but a 
Deluſion, and no Truth in it, for I was a Caſt. 
away, and all theſe Things were but to leave me 
without Excuſe. Then I began to be full of Hor- 
ror, fo that my Sleep was much taken from me, 
and Anguiſh and intolerable Tribulation dwelt in 
my Fleſh ; fo that when TI heard any of the meaneſt 
oor People cry any Thing about London Streets, 
10. wiſhed and deſired that I were in their Con- 
dition; for I thought every Man or Woman to be 
in a better Condition than myſelt ; z nay, I thought 
myſelf the only miſerable Man in all the World ; 
had I been made the moſt contemptible Creature in 
the whole Creation, I had been happy in compa- 
riſon of my moſt intolerable unexpreſſi ble Miſery: 
All which was heightned by Francis Spira's Book, 


which-came to my Hand, but I would not read it 


over, I thought it ſo to reſemble. my preſent Con- 
dition, for when I had, read bur a little, I caſt it 
from me, and durſt not look on it ag: more. 


In this extream Miſery I continued, Wer it to 
mytelf, mourning in ſecret, until one Morning, as 
I was, ſolitarily fitting, lamenting my preſent State, 
on a ſuddain, there ſprang in me a, Voice, ſaying, 
Fear not, O thou ou Toſſed, 4 Wil 44 Jang et, and not 

ot comforted, 
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comfort, ' will help tbee; and 1 I baus bid 
Pace' from thee for a Moment, yet with everlaſting 
W Kindneſs will I viſit thee," and thou ſhalt be mins: 
Fear not, for I am 'pacified towards thee, and will 
never leave thee nor e, 9 en 1 the Lord, the 
mighty God. | 
Whereipon all was s huſh'd and quicted within t me, 
ſo that I wondered what was become of the many 
Vexations; tormenting Fears and Thoughts that juſt 
before attended me; "here was ſuch a Calm and Stil- 
neſs in my Mind for a pretty Time; fo that it was 
brought to my Mind, that there was Silence in Hea - 
ven for Half an Hour. and I was filled with Peace 
and Joy, like one overcome; and there ſhone ſuch 
an inward Light within me, that for the Space of 
ſeven or eight Days Time, I walked as one taken 
from the Earth; I was fo taken up in my Mind, as 
if I walked aboye the World, not taking Notice 
(as it ſeemed to me) of any Perſons or Things as I. 
walked up and down London Streets, I was ſo gather- 
ed up in the marvellous Light of the Lord, and 
filled with a joyful Dominion over all Things in this 
World. In which Time I ſaw plainly, and ro my 
great Comfort and Satisfaction, that whatever the 
Lord would communicate and make known of him- 
ſelf, and the Myſteries of his Kingdom, he would 
do it in a Way of Purity and Holineſs ; for I ſaw then 
ſuch a Brightneſs in Holineſs, and ſuch a Beauty in 
an upright and pure righteous Converſation, and 


cloſe circumſpect walking with God in an hoty Life, 


although I had before obeyed to the uttermoſt hat 
I could, yet I could not get Peace thereby, nor find 
and feel that Acceptance and Juſtification before 
God, as I did at this Time when it ſprang freely in 
me, thar, as it were, all Religion lay in it truly fo, 
and al] Profeſſion beſtdes, or without it, were at 
nothing in 1 Compariſon. of this Communion. « For 1 

remember, 
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remember, while I abode and walked in that Light 
and Glory which ſhone ſo clearly in my Mind and 
Spirit within me, there was not a wrong Thought 
appearing or ſtirring in me, but it vaniſhed preſently, 
finding no Entertainment, my whole Mind and 


Soul was ſo taken up with, and ſwallowed up of, 
that glorious Light and ſatisfactory Preſence of the 
Lord thus manifeſted in me. 1 IF 


After this, I perceived an Abatement of the 
Glory, and I began to read and perform Duties as I 


had done before (which for about eight Days Time, 


I could not perform ſo formally as I did uſe to do 
before (I was ſo filled with Joy and Peace) but with 


much more Livingneſs and Zeal, Faith and Confi- 
| dence than before, which cauſed many of my Ac- 


quaintance to admire my Gift in Prayer, and upon 
all Occaſions to put me upon that Duty, I begin- 
ing about this Time much to follow thoſe Miniſters 


that came out of Holland, and ſome others that were 


more for the Way of Separation from the Pariſh 
Aſſemblies, diſlik ing in my Mind thoſe mixed Com- 


munions; much thirſting after, and longing for a 


pure Communion with ſuch as were moſt ſpiritual, 
and walked in the cloſeſt Fellowſhip with God in 
Holineſs, and Watchfulneſs one over another, for 
Good and Increaſe in a holy Life, which much I long- 
ed for, ſince I had ſeen the Beauty of ir. 


I did alſo walk with a Company of young Men, 
who met together ſo often as our Occaſions would 
permit, and prayed and conferred together about 


the Things of God ; and I remember when ſeveral 
would be ſpeaking out of the Scriptures, by way of 


Expoſition, &c. I had little to ſay from thence, 
not having much Acquaintance with them, being 
brought up, moſtly in my young Days, under ſuch 
Tutors, and in ſuch Families, as did not much regard 
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the Scriptures, accounting them Puritans and Sefa- 
ries that addicted themſelves that Way: But I would 


be ſpeaking forth my own Experiences, delighting 


in, and loving thoſe moſt who could ſpeak moſt 
from Experience, my Heart being moſt warmed 


and enlivened in thoſe experimental Diſcourſes and 
Conferences; ſo that thoſe who were moſt ſpiritual, 
delighted to be with me, and I with them ; they 


would tell me, that I ſpake from Experience; for 


I thought I could ſpeak ro moſt Conditions and 


Things by Experience, as if I had had a Volume 


of all Subjects within me, while moſt gathered their 


Diſcourſes from the Scriptures without them. 


In two or three Years time after this, I began to 
gather Scriptures into my Mind and Memory, what 
from hearing of others, and my own Studies, which 
occaſioned me to dwell more without, and leſs with- 


in; ſo that by Degrees, the Knowledge in my natu- 


ral Underſtanding and Judgment began to out-grow | 


and over-top the Senſe of my inward Experiences. 


At laft, having little beſides the Remembrance (now 


a great Way off) of thoſe Things which once were 
lively and freſh, growing and ſprouting up in me, 
as if it had always been Spring Time in my Heart 


and Mind: But afterwards my inward Parts were 


like a Winter, all retired out of Sight, as into an 


hidden Root; and many Queſtionings about the 


Way of Worſhip, and Ordinances of the New Teſta- 


ment began to ariſe in my Mind, judging myſelf, 
that now the Lord had done ſo much for me, I could 
not but be chargeable with Unthankfulneſs before 
the Lord for his Mercies, if I did not now ſeek out 
the e Way of Worſhip, that I might enjoy al! 
his Ordinances in the Purity of them: Wherefore, 
after I had gone amongſt ſeveral Sorts of Profeſſors, 


| of divers Judgments, trying with whom my Spirit 
could moſt fit down and cloſe with; at laſt, I met 


With 


L 14 1 


Vith ſome particular Perſons, with whom J joined 
in Communion, in the way of Independengy 3 and 
at Times, we had many Refreſhings togetber, while 
we were kept watchful and tender, with our Minds 


inwardly -retired, and our Words few and ſavoury:; 
which Frame of Spirit we were preſerved in, by com- 
municating our Experiences each to the other; as, 
how our Hearts had been kept towards the Lord all 
the Week; with an Account of moſt Days Paſſages 
between God and our own Souls, from the Begin- 


ing of the Week unto the End; which continued 
ſome Years, until it grew formal : And then we 


began to conſider our Church State, whether we 
were in the right Order of the Goſpel, according 
to the primitive Patterns; and in the Conſultation of 
the proper Adminiſtrator of Baptiſm, and the right 
Subject thereof, we began to be divided and {hat- 
rered in our Minds and Judgments about it; from 
whence, arole many Queſtionings about divers 


Things not at all queſtioned before, which gendered 


unto much Uncertainty and Inſtability. Afterwards 
we began not only to be remiſs in our Meetings, 
but alio confuſed in our Preachings and Services, 
when we were aſſembled; ſo that at laſt we did not 
meet at all, but grew by degrees into Eſtrangedneſs 
one from another, and into Careleſneſs, conſulting 
Principles of Liberty, and Eaſe to the Fleſh, and 
from thence, to encourage and juſtify our preſent 
Remiſneſs and Coldneſs in religious Performances. 
But I was not fo given up, or devoted to Remiſneſs 
and Eaſe, as that I was wholly without Checks 
and Reproofs for my ſo doing; and oftentimes the 
inward Diſtreſs and Trouble of my Spirit rouſed 
me up again to religious Duties, as Prayers, Read- 
ing, Sc. I found alſo by Experience, that when I 

was over-born in my Judgment and natural Under- 
ſtanding, by Principles and Tenets, which were 
offer'd to me in my ſhattered State, to m_ A 
4-5 in 
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Mind unto Carelefneſs about all Religion, and to a 
ſlighting of my for mer Strict neſs (as well as others 
now) and as for Sin and Evil, thoſe Principles 
would have forced me into a Belief, that my former 
Apprehenſions of the Wickedneſs and Danger there - 


of, was more from a ſuddain Fright, together with 


a traditional Belief of the Thing, than from any 
grounded Certainty from Reaſon, or deſiberate Con- 
ſideration thereof in true Judgment. But againſt all 
this, and much more of like Nature, which I was 
exerciſed with Day and Night, and often tempted to 
embrace, both by inward Suggeſtions, and outward 
Allurements, from thoſe that ſometimes had been 


as religious as myſelf, and no leſs acquainted with 


inward Experiences of like kind with my own : Yet 
from a Senſe and deep Impreſſion, which yet remain- 
ed upon my Spirit, both of great Troubles (in 
be ing delivered from them all) and ſweet Conſola- 
tion I had taſted; I ſay, the ſenſible Remembrance 
of the former Days (did ſtick upon me fo, as to 
keep me from thoſe Principles of Ranteriſm and 
Atbeiſm, | which were rife and much ſtirring in 
thoſe Times, and through Faith in what I had 
taſted, I was ſupported under many a bitter Com- 
bate, and deep Wave and Billow) made me ſay 
and conclude in my Heart and Mind, that the 
Righteous was more excellent than his Neighbour 1 
and that there was a far better State and Condition to 
be known and enjozed in this World, by walking wwit5 
Gd in Holineſs and Purity, than by all licenticus and 


voluptuous living, or covelous gathering of Riches 


together,” 10 get a Name in the Earth, And this I 
knew from what Sweetneſs I myſelf had once enjoy- 
ed therein. The Reſult of all which, together with - 
an inward Cry, that was ſtil] continued underneath 
all Reaſonings and Obſervations I could make, and 


lay deeper lodged in my inward Parts, than all over- 


ily floating Apprehenſions and Wanderings to get 
1 | and. 
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and obtain Relief and Satisfaction. I ſay, this con- 
tinued Cry and Sound in my Ears inwardly, called 
for Watchfulneſs over my Ways, and Obedience 


unto what was made manifeſt to be the Will of God 


in my Conſcience, -as being more available to afford 
me Reſt and Peace, than either all my Notions, 


Obſervations, Beliefs or Sacrifices (outward) what- 


ſoever ; the Meaning whereof, to know them diſtinct- 
ly, was as unknown to me, as the Struglings of the 
Twins in Rebekab's Womb; until it pleaſed the 


Lord to fend one of his Servants (called a Quaker) 


to join himſelf unto my Condition, in his miniftring, 


as Philip did unto the Chariot of the Eunuch (who 
before underſtood not what he read) but afterwards, 


by Philip's expounding the Scripture to him, believed 
what before he was ignorant of: So it was with me, 
through that Servant and Inſtrument of the moſt 
high God, opening my Eyes, and ſpeaking plainly, 
and not in Parables, nor in dark Sayings 3. whereby 


I came to ſee what it was that had ſo long cried in me, 


upon every Occaſion, of ſerious inward retiring in 
my own Spirit: So that I could ſay of Chriſt, a 
greater than Solomon was here, and one that divided 
aright between the Living and the Dead, and mani- 
feſted plainly to whom the living Child belonged, 
and what was the true Woman, or Church, in God 
(the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt) and what 
was the Harlot, or faiſe Church and Synagogue of 
Satan; whatever ſhe could ſay to juſtify herſelf, as 
the true Mother Church. | 


And indeed this kind of Preaching by the fore- 
mentioned Quaker (ſo called) appeared unto me, at 
the firſt hearing thereof, like as if the old Apoſtles 
were again riſen from the Dead, and began to preach 
again in the ſame Power, Life and Authority, in 
which they miniſtred when they gave forth, and firſt 

| 1 | writ 


tn 1 7 
writ and publiſhed the Goſpel and New Teſtament 
of Jeſus Chriſt, | N a 


I could truly ſay with Jonathan, after I had heard 
and taſted of the Honey and ſweet Miniſtration of 
the bleſſed Goſpel, that my Eyes were opened, and 
Strength renewed from the ſame Power again, by 
-which it was preached at firſt, as free from the Dregs 
and Lees of Man's Wit and Inventions, by which they 
had darkened Counſel by Words without Know- 
ledge : I ſay the Truth, and lie not; after I had 
heard and taſted of that Honey of Canaan, that 
flowed freely, without the forced Inventions of Man's 
Brain, my Eyes were opened, and my Strength was 
_ renewed, and Victory I obtained (through that 
Grace of the Goſpel) over thoſe Luſts and corrupt” 
Deſires which roſe againſt thoſe little Stirrings and 
Movings after the living God, which I had felr 
working at Times in my Heart, even from my 
Youth, until the Time of my being born again of 
the incorruptible Seed, and received the Earneſt of 
the Inheritance and Seal of the Covenant, &c. 5 


When the glad Tidings of the Goſpel came thus 
to be ſounded in my Ears, and reaching my Heart 
and Conſcience, they did not make void my former 
Experiences of the Love and Mercy of God to my 
poor Soul, nor in the leaſt beget my Mind into a 
Contempt of his ſweet Refreſhings in my wearied 
Pilgrimage all along, as Streams of that Brook 
which Jrael drank ot by the Way in their Travels; 
but on the contrary, brought all my former Re- 
vivings, that he gave me in my ſore Bondage, freſh. 
to my Remembrance, and ſet in order before me 
my manifold Rebellions againſt his Wooings, as 
alſo my ill Requitings of him for his tender Deal- 
ings, often Viſits and long Suffering towards me; 
all which challenged a Subjection from me, as moſt 
due unto this tender dealing God and Father to- 
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wards me, and made me cry out, What, was God fo 


near me in a Place I was not aware of ! that I found 
my Heart to be broken and overcome with his Love 


and Mercy to me. 


And the more was my Heart tendered before 
him, in that all Things were brought to my Re- 
membrance, as one that not only told me all that 
ever I had done againſt him, but alſo all that ever 
he had done for me; and this rendered the Truth 
more lovely and acceptable in my Heart, that it 
ſhould bring old Things into new Remembrance, 
and reſtore my old Acquaintance with my long 
provoked God again: Thus it was with me in 
Spirit, as with Nathaniel, who confeſſed to Chriſt, 
ſo ſoon as Chriſt told him, he ſaw him under the 
Fig-iree ; ſo I could not with- hold my Soul's Sub- 
jection unto. the Truth, when it ſo throughly 
fearched me, and plainly told me where I now was 
and the ſeveral Times that God had ſeen and viſite 
my poor Soul: And Chriſt's Promiſe hath as really 
been fulfilled in me, as ever he ſpake it to Nathaniel; 


for ſince that Day of his viſiting me again, I 


have ſeen greater Things than ever I ſaw before, 
although I was ſweetly comforted for a Time, as 1 
have expreſs'd, yet not with that diſtinct plain Un- 


derſtanding as after. 


My Condition before Truth conquered me fully, 
and manifeſted itſelf diſtintly, ſo as to make me 
lay down all my Weapons and Crowns, and give 
up myſelf to be on its Side wholly, was like- unto 
Hagar, who had her Bag and Bottle given to her 
by Abraham, when ſhe went into the Wilderneſs (for 
her Son's Lightneſs in mocking 1/aac) which Bag 
and Bottle being ſpent, her Condition with her Son 
was moſt miſerable, in that ſhe knew no Well to 
recruit her again, neither could ſee it, though it 


was not far from her, until her Neceflity pierced 
| God's 
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God's Ears, and of Rh * opened her Eyes, and 
the faw, Labai. roi, i. a, the Well of him that ſiveth 
and ſeetb me. So it was with me, when my Bread 
and Water of Relief, which God often gave me t. 
maintain me in the Wilderneſs, was ſpent, and 


likely, to periſh, I could not ſee any Well, or Way 


f Supply. uotil the Lord ſent the, Angel of his 
1 to open my Eyes,” and then I ſaw my 
Labai-roi, which was there before, but I could. not 


e * until he had 1 00 Wins FE. 


And thus, for want of an Underſtanding, did I, 


with. \ ADE. more, pine aw 4 many of our Days, 
I 


like Hagar, in the. ilderneſs, as a Puniſhment of 


our Lightneſs, joining with it in ourſelves, to flight 


weaned Jſaac (the weighty Seed in gur own Hearts) 
which i is hat Heir of all ſpiricual Bleſſings, and with 
it 5050 e Mn my Wee for ever. 
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2 lbuerb a tan bf the working of 


TRUTH in my Heart fince JI was called 
" QuaKkzeR, fill near . Time of * 
Departure. 


17 c Truth, randy che End 


ot the Year 1654, (as I remember) through the 
Servant of the Dord before mentioned, called Wil- 


liam Derſbury, not knowing of what Judgment he 
was when I went to him, (for if I had known he 


had been a Qyater, I think I ſhould not have heard 
him, being afraid of ſtrange: Opinions, left I ſhould 
be deceived) but being providentially caſt where 

he was declaring, I heard him; and his Words, 
like Spears, pierced and wounded: my very Heart; 
yet ſo, as they ſeemed unto me as Balm alſo, heal- 


ing and comforting, as well as ſearching and pier- 
Hoſe: And I remember the very Words that cook 
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the deepeſt Impreſſion upon me at that preſent 5 
ſpeaking of ſeveral States and Conditions of Men 
and Women : Such Words paſſed from him, as im- 
lied the miſerable Life of ſuch, who notwithſtand- 

| ing their religious Duties or Performances, had not 
it Peace and Quietneſs in their Spirits; who through 

y the want of an Underſtanding, where to know and 
find a Stay to their Minds, to exercife them at all 
Times, and in all Places, were like Children toſſed 
to and fro, and frighted with every Bug-bear and 
cunning Craftineſs of Men, to promote their own 
Opinions and Ways, which I knew was my own 
Condition at that Time, as well as the State of many 
more poor ſhattered r at that Day, com- 
paſſing ourſelves about with the Sparks of our own 
kindling, which did but procure us Sorrow, when 
we came to lie down and be ſtill, and commune 
with our own Hearts, having nothing inwardly. to 
feed and ſtay upon, but either formal Duties, which 
periſhed with the uſing, ' or diſputable Opinions 
about Chriſt, and doctrinal Things, in the natural 
Underſtanding and Memory, but wanted a ſpiritua! 
Underſtanding of that which might then have been 
known of God within 3 which afterward I came to 
know and behold, as the Appearance of the tried 
. Corner-ſtone laid in Zion, moſt elect and precious 
1 unto them that believed in him; whereby I under- 
ſtodd certainly, that it is not an Opinion, but Chriſt 
Th 8 the Power and Arm of God, who is the 
Fi aviour, and that felt in the Heart, and kept dwell- 
ing there by Faith; which differs as much from all 
1 Notions in the Head and Brain, as the living Sub- 
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1 ſtance differeth from the Picture or Image of it. 
it The Reception of the Word of Life in my Soul, 
4 was like unto the little Book, which John in the 
" Revelations was commanded to eat, which proved 
Wy ſweet in his Mouth, but bitter in his Belly; ſo was 
the Truth unto me, moſt ſweet and delightful unto 
i my Taſte (even like unto Jonathan's * 
94 whic 
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which mine Eyes were opened, and my Strength re- 
newed with great Joy and Clearneſs; which con- 
tinued for ſome Months after my firſt hearing, 
whereby my Judgment was ſo enlarged and fortified 
f. all Batteries and Aſſaults from any of the 
iſputers of this World, that I doubted not, but at 
that Time I could have maintained the Principle of 
Truth againſt all Oppoſers. But all this while, 
there was little of the outward Form of Truth re- 
garded by me, until I heard the ſame Perſon declare 
the Word of Truth again; and then I began to 
ſee that all Knowledge was nothing, without Prac- 
tice and Conformity to what I knew, Then began 
the Truth, like the Jittle Book, to be bitter in 
my inward Parts, becauſe I did not yield Obedience 
unto what I was convinced of to be my Duty; as 
to lay aſide all Superfluities in Apparel, Words 
and Carriages, which was hard for me to do, being 
then in Commiſſion as Juſtice of the Peace: But 
by degrees, I was fired out of all Conſultations in 
this reſpect, by ſore and ſharp Terrors in my Con- 
ſcience, for all my Sins and Evils, which I ſaw to 
be many and great, as well as ſecret and hidden, 
which, by the Light in my own Conſcience, I came 
to ſee more and more through the Exerciſe of my 
Mind; for all my Sins were but as Fuel, which the 
Wrath and Indignation of the Lord took hold of. 


I faw that now the Axe was to be laid to the 
Root of the Tree, and that there was an evil 
Nature to be confumed in me, which had born 
Sway long, notwithſtanding my Profeſſion of Relt- 
gion; and that my Superfluity in Apparel, Words, 
and many other Things, did but feed and keep 
alive that Nature, and ſo prolong the Fire to my 
own Miſery therein. And of this Sort I ſaw plainly, 
was ſpeaking [You] to a ſingle Perſon, and putting 
off my Hat, after the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of the 
World, &c. I reaſoned, Muſt all be left and put 
Lg B 3 away, 


away, or that fleſbly, worldly Nature and Part in ns, 
could not wholly die, and I be perfeftly delivered from 
it; becauſe I ſaw that theſe Things, together with 
uſing many Words out of God's Fear, were but as 
Food to nouriſh and feed, and keep alive that Na- 
ture and Part in me. in ns 77" NwEes 


But how ſtrongly the reaſoning Part withſtood 
me, in the parting with theſe and other Things, none 
knows but thoſe that have been exerciſed in the like 
manner; neither can I exprefs the Multitude of 
Ways and Arguments which the Devil uſed to 
keep me in thoſe Formalities and Obſervances; 
and ſo much the more, becauſe of my great Ac- 
quaintance, through ſome publick Emoloyineit 
and other Occaſions. And yet the Difficulty to 
part with my Wiſdom and Knowledge (in which I 
had profited beyond many my Equals) I found to 
be the greateſt of Tribulations that I paſſed thro?, 
before that I could enter into the Kingdom of God, 
Viz. to be, as it were, beheaded for the Feſtimony 
of Jeſus: For I found by certain Experiences, that 
until Man be truly crucified with Chriſt, he cannot 
bear a true Teſtimony for Chriſt ; for it is but a 
bearing Witneſs to himſelf, which is not true ; but 
after he is truly crucified with Chrift, and riſen with 
Chriſt, then if he bear Witneſs of Chriſt, his Wit- 
nels is true: Hence i} underſtood aright that faith- 
ful Saying, viz. For the Teſtimony of Jeſus is the 
Spirit of Prophecy. After a long and ſharp Fight of 
Afflictions, and deep Exerciſe in my Heart and 
| Conſcience, I at laſt gave up to be a Fool for 
Chriſt, and as one beſides myſelf for the Lord; 
bur 1t was not effected without deep Agonies, for 
I crhought I ſhould have been diſtrafted, becauſe of 
_ GoW's Terrors that were upon my Soul; but 
When, by his Gface, he had ſubjected the Spirit of 
my Mind unto himſelf, that I was made through its 
Prevalency to yield, and be till, that fo he might 
3 0 do 
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do with me what himſelf pleaſed, giving up to the 
Death of the fleſhly.Man, Mind and Wiſdom alſo ; 


through which, as the ſlaying of the Firſt-born in 


Egypt, it was then ſaid unto me, Cut of Egypt bave' | 


T called my Son ; which was before as one ſlain, by 
whom I am now made to live as one born of God, 
into his everlaſting Covenant for ever; which being 
thus known to be his own, having loved it, he 
loves it unto the End. 


Thus JI came to know him, in whom is no Occa- 


ſion of ſtumbling, to be him indeed, that ſilenceth 


the Diſputer and Wiſe of this World, anſwering 
fully, and moſt ſatisfactorily, the deep inward Cr 


and Want that was in my Soul, and was as a mo 


ſweet Shower, that reached unto the Root of the 


Matter in me, while the former Revivings were but 
as Summer D 


rops, uſhering in a greater Drought 
afterwards; or like a Way-taring Man, that tarries 
but a Night; and as I paſſed on my ſpiritual Jour- 
ney, the bringing freſh into my Soul the fulfilling 


of theſe, and many more Sayings of Scripture, 
like a Brook by the Way moſt ſweetly gladded my 


Soul, when the Lord made me drink of them, as a 


Cup that he put into my Hand, and himſelf was 
the Portion of. 


41; I may not forget to relate in my journeying, how 
that after I came to Mount- Sinai, I felt the Burnings - 
of that Fire, burning up all my own Righteoulneſs 


like Stubble and Straw, as not being able to afford 
me any Shelter or Preſervation from thoſe Flames, 

Then I thought to rely upon the Knowledge I had 
of Chriſt, by reading the Scriptures ; as, that he 


was my Surety, and God accepted him, as in my 
ſtead, his having ſatisfied divine Juſtice, together 
with the ſweet Experiences that I had formerly had 
of Chriſt, before I came into this Way, or did 
believe in his Light in my own Conſcience ; and I ſaid 
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within myſelf, Shall J let go all theſe Things for an 
Uncertainty ® Unto all which, and many more 
Reaſonings of like Nature, it was ſaid in me (to 
my great Relief at that Time) Was it a bare Re- 
membrance of Chriſt, and his Merits and Surety-ſhip, 
muſtered up, or in thy own Time applied, or own 
natural Underſtanding, that did ſave thee, or helped 
zhee in thy Diſtreſs? Or, was it my free revealing 
of him, as my Arm and Power within thee, as really 
felt by thee, to comfort thee within, as Sin and the 
Devil was felt within, to torment thee ? So that 
the Seed of the Woman, reaching to the weak 
Eſtate Man is found in, when Chriſt appears to ſave 
him (even when Satan, the old Serpent, is moſt 
| buſy, lifting up his Head to rule and torment the 
Creature) this Seed is alſo known to be the Seed of 
God, according to the Spirit, bruiſing the Head of 
the Serpent, and putting down all Rule, that he 
may be a Prince and a Saviour for ever. | 


Thus I came to the ſaving Knowledge of Chriſt, 
which did confirm my former Experience of his 
Appearance in me, and to me, even when I was 
weak in my Underſtanding, and had but fleſhly 
Apprehenſions of Chriſt : Nevertheleſs, the true 
ſaving Chriſt of God, is indeed Life, Power and 
Virtue, whom to know as ſuch, is the Knowledge 
of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus ; for the Opinion or 
Conception of Chriſt in the natural Underſtanding, 
is too ſhort 3; but while that within, which warreth 
againſt Sin and Evil, is minded and followed, it will 
rectify the Underſtanding, to the true and right 
Acknowledgment of him, who is true God and 
eternal Life, the very Saviour of all them that be- 
lieve in him: Many come to be Dwarfs in Experi- 
ence, by giving Way to the Will (and not to the 
Light in the Conſcience) to command and ſteer the 
Underitancing and Judgment, refuſing the Light, 
as natural and inſufficient; and yet at the ſame Time, 

follow 
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follow the Will and Underſtanding, which are both 


natural and inſufficient ; but underſtand it not, 


through the Subtilty of the old Serpent. 


And thus I paſſed from Mount-Sinai, to Mount- 
Sion; from the Miniſtration of Condemnation, unto. 


the Miniſtration of the Spirit; through which TI 


could, and in Heart did, give Thanks to God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, freeing me from that Con- 
demnation which I lay under, notwithſtanding all 


my Duties and Beliefs, as the Sum and Subſtance of 


all, being now my Rule and Guide, who was the: 
Guide of my Youth in many Things, although I 


knew it not then; and now is that Spirit, which 


gives true Liberty from every Yoke of Bondage, as 


being now known to be that Miniſtration of the 
Spirit, which doth war againſt the Fleſh, and con- 
trary to it, whereby that Soul that walks after the 
Spirit, enjoys Life abundantly ; but if the Spirit of 
this World prevail, then Death and Condemnation 
comes again, as it is written, ſo I found it to be true, 
He that is in the Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, and be that 
walks after the Fleſh ſhall dhe. 


After this, I felt the Spirit of Truth to rule in 
me, and my Spirit to be as really in Union there- 
with, as before I was in Union with the Spirit of 
this World; which was from that Time forward, 
as really a true Rule to me to walk by, leading 


unto Peace and Reſt, as before, when the old Man 


ruled, in following of him I had Trouble and Sor- 
row: So that it was verified plainly in me, the 
Stability of thy Times are Righteouſneſs and Peace ; 
and alſo that other Scripture was fulfilled in me, 
viz. Neither Circumciſion, nor Uncircumciſion availeth 
any thing, but a new Creature; and thoſe only are 
accounted for the Seed, the Jrael of God, that do 
inherit true Peace, who walk according to this Rule. 


When 
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When thus I felt the Birth immortal raiſed: up in 
my inward. Parts, like a moſt pleaſant Plant, I 
felt it often put forth many fweet and heavenly 
Breathings after God, with a frequent Anſwer from 
God 3 ſo that it never ſought his Face in vain,' or 
aſked without a ſatisfactory Return, I found alſo 
as naturally, Praiſes and Thankſgivings to ariſe and 
ſpring to God, from the holy Root; as ever before 
Thad known a wicked wrathful Nature to caſt up 
Mire and Dirt, and to ſend fotth Fear, Horror, 
Trouble and Diſtruſt, Now my Joy was full, and 
often a Cry aroſe in me unto God, to keep me poor 
and needy in the daily Croſs; nothing in Self, but 
out of all Selt-willing and working, in the dail 
Dependance upon the Lord in this pure Birth, find- 
ing him to be a Treaſury and Store-houſe of all 
Supplies; whereby, both alone, and in Meetings, 
J felt him often to ariſe in great Power and Glory, 
to the conſtraining me to ſound out (like a Trum- 
t) living Praiſes unto my God: And out of the 
Mouth of this Seed of eternal Life, would Words 
proceed within me as I fate in Meetings with God's 
People, and at other Times, which I was moved 
to utter with my Tongue, oftentimes in the Croſs 
to my own Will, as feeming to my earthly Wiſ- 
dom to be void of Wiſdom, and moſt contempt- 
ible to my natural Underſtanding, not knowing 
the End why I ſhould keep ſuch Words; yet I was 
charged with Diſobedience, and deeply afflited and 
troubled in my Spirit, when I neglected to ſpeak 
them forth : And ſometimes ſome others have ſpoken 
the ſame Words, while I was doubting in the rea- 
ſoning about them; and then I was much exercifed, 
that it ſhould be taken from me, and: given to 
another that was faithful, Pee: on 
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"THe Lord having thus pleaſed to reveal his Son 
1 in me, ſhewing me in myſelf, the deceitful 
Vorkings of the Man of Sin, in rhe Myſtery of 
Iniquity, and his Exaltation in the Temple of God, 
being worſhipped as God, above all that is called 
God, and rightly deferves that Name, although 
little known, or taken notice of by the Creature, 
becauſe of the Exaltation and Rule of another 
Thing which appeared as God, but was not; all 
which I ſaw in the Light of the Lord'; and not 
only ſo, but felt by Experience, how God' raifed 
up the Younger, and made the Elder, (in Poſſeſſion 
in me) to ſerve the Younger ; which the Lord had 
now faifed up, as the Beggar from the Dunghil, 
and to know him who is both Prince and Saviour, 
and Miniſter alſo of the true Tabernacle, - whith 
God. had pitched, and not Man; which I did not 
know in myſelf, while the firſt Tabernacle was 
ſtanding, neither the Holieft of all, while the Veil 
was over my Heart, which Veil T found to be done 


away in Chriſt, and the new and living Way thereby Þþ 


ſet open into the Holieſt of all : Of which Way the 
Lord made me a Miniſter, and commanded me to 
publiſh what I had ſeen, felt, and handled (and 
paſſed through) of the Word and Work of God; 

the which I gave up to do, being thereby fired out 

of all my own. Reaſonings and Conſultations, left 
that my own Wifdom would either get up again, 
and ſo I ſhould both Joſe my own Condition, and be 
judged as forward in my own Will, by thoſe I went 


to miniſter amongſt ; or I ſhould go and appoint 
Meetings, and gather People together, and ſhould 
fit as a Fool ms. them, having nothing to fay 
unto them ; with 

numerous to mention particularly. But being fol- 
lowed with daily Stirrings and Motions of Lite, 


and 


many other Reaſonings, too | 


1 


5 

and a Command to go to ſuch a Place, by Name 

ſignified to me by God's Spirit in my inward 
Parts; which I obeying, I found a bleſſed Effect; 


and many were at that Time converted, which to 


this Day abide in the Truth, and others died 'in 
the Faith. And the Circuit and Compaſs of Coun- 
ties was ſhewed me by the Spirit of the. Lord, 
where moſtly I ſhould labour in the Work of the 
Lord ; though not reſtrained from travelling elſe- 
where, when required thereunto by the Motion of 


the fame Spirit; ſo that I could not contain myſelf, 


but Words would proceed from me in' Meetings 
where I was ordered among God's People, both at 
my own Habitation, and elſewhere ; and many 
Places were opened unto me, where I was to go; 
And having ſmarted ſo deeply by God's Judgment 
upon my Soul, for Diſobedience in this kind, I gave 
up to God; and 1 found him always to be larger 
in his Goodneſs than I could expect, and more 
abundant in pouring out of his holy Spirit, than - 
my Faith could reach, even to the breaking of my 
Heart many a Time before him in ſecret, when 
no Eye hath ſeen, To omit all the Hardſhips and 
Loſſes, as to my Family, and all outward Con- 
cerns, through which I was obliged by a cloſe Pur- 
{uit of God's Anger and Diſpleaſure if I diſobeyed, 
as well as by the ſweet Continuance of the melting 
and Heart-breaking Senſe of God's tender Mercy to 
my Soul, in bearing ſo long with me, and at laſt do- 
ing ſo much for me, as not only to free me from all 
my Foes, but alſo from my Fears of Death, which 
all my Life-time I had been ſubje&t to at Times, 
until I felt Chriſt come to deliver me, Praiſes to 
God for ever, But alſo I was conſtrained to obey 
the Lord, in going up and down, as he ſent me, 


about his Meſſage, taking no Thought what I ſhould 


ſay, but cried ro him often in my Spirit, Keep me 


Poor and needy, believing in thee, and then I ſhall, 


ſpeak from thee, and for thee ; yea, from the engra- 
| ven 
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ven Senſe of God's Mercy upon my Soul, that he 
ſent of his Servants from far to ſeek me, and to 

reach the everlaſting Goſpel unto my poor Toft. 
| Sou! ; and why ſhall I refuſe to go to ſeek to others, 
whoſe Souls are loſt, as mine once was ? And ſhall 
I not love my Neighbour as myſelf ? And I know: 
ing God's Terrors, ſhall] I refuſe to perſwade Men 
in Chriſt's ſtead, in Obedience to his Motions in 
my Soul, to be reconciled to God, knowing him 
to be a conſuming Fire ? After this manner were 
the Workings of my Mind, and the Thoughts of 
my Heart ; and when-I gave up to go as before, 
when, and where the Lord directed me, and to 
come again when he called me, I never failed of 
his Aſſiſtance. But when to my own Senſe I was 
the weakeſt in all the Meeting, and was as an 
empty Veſſel without one Drop to relieve any, 
wondering what was become of all my Knowledge, 
that now I ſhould ſit as one in Poverty, but in a 
Poſture fitter to be miniſtred unto than to miniſter ' 
to others; and yet as I had ſometimes nothing to 
give, ſo I had no Want as to my own Condicion, 
only for the Sake of others that expected ſomething 
from. me, I was exerciſed in my Mind ; bur by 
degrees learned to die into the Will of God, wWhe- 
ther by Silence, or Speaking, to be content. 


I began to miniſter about the Year 1656, after I 
had been ſome Months in Northampton Priſon, for 
being at a Meeting with God's People, where I came 
to learn Divinity thro* deep outward Sufferings, as 
well as inward Exerciſes, witneſſing the Opening of 
the ſealed Myſteries of God thro? the Woes ; for 
after the firſt and ſecond Woes were paſt, Sc. new 
Seals were opened into the Myſteries of God. 25 


And thus hath God made Priſons to be as the 
Schools for the true Prophets, or Nurſeries for true 
Divines: And then being preſerved in much * 

15 ; | 1 and 
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and: Awfulneſs of God, from the deep Senſe 1 had of 
his Majeſty and Purity in my Heart, I. ſpoke of 
him as I felt his Requirings: thereunto, and his Re- 
wards were in my Boſom as a molt ſweet dame 
Cordial, that did lift up my Spirit above all Di- 
comfortings, both from the Enemies within, and 
without; although both oft Times ſorely beſet me, 

ecven likes Rees on every Side; yet God's blefled 
Power and Preſence in me, and with me, furniſhed 
my Heart and Tongue with fuitable Matter to the 

Conditions of the Auditory, above all Fear of any 
Thing or Perſon preſent. I might ſwell a Volume 
with this Subject, but this is ſpoken to the Glory 
of the Almighty God, the Comfort and Encourage- 
ment of his Miniſters that abide in his Counſel; and 

the abaſing of all Fleſh, that the All. ſufficiency of 
his holy Spirit may be truſted in, and relied upon, 

as the only Supplier of his Miniſters. and: _— 
that go forth in his Name. Amen, eh 


This holy Spirit bath been to me both Meat 3 
Drink, as the Rock of old that followed the 1/rael- 
tes z yea, ten Times (as I remember) have I been 
in Bonds, and not only incurred the Sentence of 
Premunire with my Brethren at London, but alſo 
have been tried for my Lite in the Country, and all 
for a good Conſcience to my God: But this holy 
Spirit never left me, but in Priſons many Times 
hath made me to ſing, and often at the Bar freſh 
Courage did bring; who by its Virtue Judges hath 
bound, and envious Witneſſes quite contound, that 
thought the Innocent to deſtroy ; but by this holy 
Spirit all turn'd to my Joy: My Help is in it, and 
my Comfort flows from it, and my daily. Requeſt 
is to my, God, that all his People, may in all 
Things be guided by it, that he tor ever may be 
worſhipped in it, and his blefied Truth may be 
preached through it, that neither Wit nor Parts, 
outward Learning nor Gifts, Perſons. nor Forms, 
may 
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may ever be ſet or eſteemed above it; but that we 
all, who have been baptized into it; may for ever 
be found drinking into it, while in the Body; that 
when we all come to lay down the Body, we may 
do it with Joy, both to the Praiſe of the Riches 


of his Grace, and the Comfort. of thoſe that ſhall 
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Eames rn 
Note, Here followed an Account hat Dor- 


 #rines be preached, and in Belief of which. (ſaid be) + 


die in full A ſſurance of a Reſurrection to eternal 


Life: But being almoſt entirely the ſame as is printed 
in the Collection of bis Works,” Pag. 356 to 375, the 


' Reader is referred thereto, © 
And be goss on further, viz. That God only is to 


be warſhipped, and not any Image or Likeneſs, 


ce either of God the Father, or of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
or of the holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father 
c and the Son; nor the Virgin Mary, nor any Image 


or Likeneſs of the Virgin Mary ; or any other 


« Saint departed, or yet alive, ought to be wor- 
«« ſhipped or prayed unto, c. | a. 
always believed and taught, that neither the 
« Pope, nor his Papiſis, or any other Man or Men, 


hae Power to pardon Sins, paſt, preſent, or to 
« come, or to give Indulgences for Sin; or that 
£ their Doctrine of Purgatory, or Prayers for the 


“ Dead, are according to Truth, but quite con- 
cc trary to the holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
„ Teſtament, and contrary. to the Doctrine of 


« And I do not, nor ever did believe, that the 
“Church of Rome, or the Papal Church, is the 


true Church, our of which there is no Salvation 3 
c or that the Pope, or See of Rome, hath any 
1 Authority derived from Chriſt Jeſus, or any of 


e his 
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his Apoſtles, to be Head of the true Catholick 
Church; or that he, or the See of Rome, jointly 


or ſeverally, have any Juriſdiction or Supremacy 
over the laid Catholick Church in general, or 
myſelf in particular; or that it belongs to the 
Pope, or Authority of the Church or See of 
Rome, to. be ſole Judge touching Matters of 
Religion, or Senſe of Holy Scriptures ; or to 


0 command the leaſt Tittle of Doctrine or Diſcipline 


meerly from his, or their own Power and Au- 
thority, withour Warrant or Licenſe from the 
Holy Scripture 3 he or they in their ſo com- 
manding, is not only tyrannical, but anti-chriſt- 


jan, and repugnant to the royal Office of Chrift : 


And ſuch I believe to be his and their Doctrine 


of Tranſubſtantiation and Elevation, and wor- 


ſhipping of the Hoſt or Wafer after Conſecration, 
with the uſing of their Cream and Spittle, and 
their Penances upon their Confeſſion to a Prieſt ; 
and all the reſt of his and their Inventions what- 
ſoever, I ever did, and ſtill do deny and abhor 
the ſame, as falſe and contrary to true Chri/tian 


Religion. 


6 believed and preached that the Worſhip of 
God is ſpiritual (and not carnal) in altits Parts 
and Ordinances, and ought not to be impoſed 
by any outward Force, but performed by the 
inward Leadings of God's Spirit; and he that 
thus worſhips God in the Spirit, his Faith carries 
him beyond his Performances, with righteous 
Abel, and preſerves him that he 1s not loſt or 
drown'd in the Form, like Cain ; neither falls 
he ſhort of the Glory of God, nor of his Aſſu- 
rance of Acceptance with him. e 


“J believed and preached the Truth of the 
Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, beginning iny Declaration moſt Times 
' | | x: 6C with 
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with Scripture Senterices, as moved by the Holy 


Spirit, not daring to open my Mouth, until I 
was inwardly ſatisfied, and believed that theſe 


were the Words given me of God to ſpeak: to 


the People, where, by his Providence, he ordered 


me to paeach the everlaſting Goſpel, according 
to the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit; which was 
ſomerimes longer, and ſometimes ſhorter, as the 


Spirit of God enabled me, and gave me Utterance. 


I never wanted Aſſiſtance ſuitable to the Ser- 


taught, chat —_— or any other, were 


vice God called me unto, as my Will and Mind 
was ſubjected to the Orderings of this Spirit, freed 
from all Fore-thinkings, or Fore-caſtings how 


to begin, or what to ſay, or how to go on when 


I was begun 3 but the more paſſive I was, the 


greater Enlargements I had, with the ſweeteſt 


inward Contentment of Soul, and yet in the 
deepeſt Abhorrency of myſelf at the ſame Time; 
finding it always ſafeſt and beſt, both for my 
own Preſervation, and bleſſed Succeſs and Effect 


upon the Auditory ; not daring to give way, or 
yield to the leaſt tickling Applauſe, Praiſe, or 
Commendation, either ariſing in or from myſelt, 


or from any others; bur ſtil] felt an inward 
Cry to my God, to keep me poor and humble 


and moſtly when-I was pooreſt in Spirit at the 


Beginning of the Meeting, as I thought none 


ſo poor and empty as myſelf, then I was moſt 


aſſiſted, and the Meeting moſt refreſhed ; and in 


my Spirit, at that Time, I was commonly as poor 


and empty when the Meeting was ended, as I was 
before it began, | 


<« believed and taught, that there are thoſe in 
our Days, that do ſpeak and write from a 


Meaſure of the ſame Spirit which the Prophets 


and Apoſtles had; yet neither believed, nor 
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to be equalized unto them, either in our Speak». 
ing, or Writings; either in the ſame Degrees, 
Diſcoveries, or Attainments : As it pleaſed God 
to make them his Inſtruments, in delivering thoſe: 
holy Records and Oracles of his Mind and Will, 
(contained in the Holy Bible) for an univerſal. 
Service unto the Children of Men, ſo far, as by 
the Providence of God, their pag came to 
be ſpread abroad in the World. : 


I believe the Holy Scriptures to be the beſt 
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outward Rule in the World; yet cannot rightly: 
and truly be underſtood, but by the Holy Spirit 
that gave them forth; and that the Spirit of 
God can, and may, give the inward virtual 
Knowledge of Chriſt unto Salvation, where the 
Scriptures, outwardly, never came to give the 
Hiſtorical Knowledge of him; and in a ſober 
Senſe what Ibryſaſtom faith, in Matt. Homil. 1. 
Refiis & Fidelibus Scripture non ſunt neceſſariæ, 
dicente Apoſtolo, Lex juſtis non eſt paſita (i. e.) to 
the Godly and Faithful, the Scriptures are not 
neceſſary; for ſo ſaith the Apoſtle, There is na 
Law provided for the Juſt. And again, Oportuerat 
quidem nos nibil indigere auxilio literarum, ſed tam 
nudam in omnibus vitam exhibere, ut Librorum vice, 


gratid Spiritus uteremur, (i. e.) It behoveth us to 


have no need of the Scriptures, but in all Things 
to ſhew ourſelves ſo pure and clean, that inſtead 
of Books we might uſe the Grace of the Hy 
Spirit, 


«« Nevertheleſs, I 3 that the Holy Scriptures | 
ought to be received upon the Authority of the 
Spirit, evidencing the Truth thereof unto the 
Conſcience, and not only upon the bare Autho- 
rity of any Church or Council whatſoever : 
Theodoret, Hiſt. Lib. 2. Chap. 7. faith, The evan- 
gelical, e 00 prophetical Oracles, ao 

66 ny 


« # 
F 3 3 | | ; 


41 plainly inſtruli us by 4 Touch, or Freling, of their 


$ Majeſty or divine Power, 


And that neither any viſible Church (fo called) 
« or any outward, Councils, have Authority or 
« Dominion over true Believers Faith towards 
„„ God z. becauſe this Doctrine (that they have Au» 
te thority. over other Mens Faith) is not only con- 
ec trary to; Scripture, which teſtifies the Apoſtles 
6 had no ſuch Authority or Dominion, 2 Cor. i. 24, 
1 Pet. v. g. but alſo being a dangerous Influence 
upon our Belief, to ſubject our Faith to human 
56. Reſolutions. ns ii ,, 


K ] believe, that without ſupernatural Grace, 
„ there is no Salvation; for altho* that which is 

«© called Good Nature, be (as it were) an Excellency 
& of the firſt Creation, and hath ſuch a delightful 
Fs Union with itſelf in others, which is as like to the 
« Union of the Meaſure of Grace as may be; 
yet it] being but of the firſt Creation, cannot, of 
ce itſelf,” bring Man or Woman into the Happineſs 
and Bliſs that appertains to the new Creation, or 
c World to come: Yet its Worth is ſuch, that a 
little Grace eaſily commands it, while that which 
c is commonly called an I Nature, will hardly be 
ce ruled by a far greater Meaſure. 


4 That Nature and Grace are of different Natures 
* or Kinds; for that good Nature ſeldom alters, 
“ except by ſome great outward Trial, or inward 
« Conflict; whereas ſupernatural Grace often cauſes 
$ inward Diſturbances, by reaſon of irs Oppoſition 
« to every Thing of a contrary Nature to itſelf : 
c But its greatly to be feared, that this good Nature 
<< (I have been ſpeaking of) is too much taken for, 
ce and believed to be the ſupernatural Grace; eſpe- 
<« cially where this divine Grace is not ariſen in the 
„Heart, or come into Dominion, to hear _ 
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fas 


Rule in the Underſtanding, and Authority in the | 
inward Parts. 5 


„ That the new Creature, or new Criation, ſpo- 


46 


4c 


46 
cc 


cc ; 
4 
(c 
C6 
ce 
cc 
cc 
£c 
CC 
cc 
11 
40 
40 
42 
44 
t 
cc 
40 
ce 


4 


«c 
60 
4c 
4 
60 
"6c 
Cc 
6c 

Cc 
8 


ken of in the Scripture, partakes of the Divine 
Nature (which is Chriſt the Image of God) alſo 
called CRISsr, formed in us by the divine Power, 
2' Pet. i. 3, 4. compared with Gal. iv. 19. which 
is ſomething ſubſtantially in the Regenerate, 
whereby they cry and call in their Hearts after 
God, and after all thoſe Things that are well- 
pleaſing i in his Sight, the Life or Spirit of his Son 
in them being plainly and frequently heard within 
them, leading and guiding this new Man (as it 
were) by the Rule of its own Nature, according 
to Gal. vi. 16. which the truly Regenerate experi- 
mentally find to be much more than meer Quali- 
ties or Habits, as ſome 1 imagine ; for by Faith in 
its divine Power, they do enter into that Reſt which 
remains for the People of God, ſpoken of Heb. iv. . 


Such as are entered into this Reſt, have alſo ceaſ- 


ed from their own Works, as God did from his, 
when he reſted from the Creation on the Seventh- 
day, and ſanctified it. So by following the Guide 


and Rule of the new Creature, the Regenerate la- 
bour againſt all that would hinder their Entrance 


into this Goſpel-Reſt, as not to do their own 
Works, nor to ſpeak their own Words, nor think 
their own Thoughts on this Sabbath-day, but 
ſtil] remember to keep it holy, leſt they fall ſhort 
by Unbelief; for the Word of God within them, 
is quick and powerful to make it manifeſt, when 
any Diſtruſt or Negligence is given way to; and 
that Word pierces to the dividing aſunder of the 
Soul and Spirit, Sc. and is a Diſcerner of the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. All Things 
are manifeſt in his Sight, and open and bare beore 
his Eyes with whom we have to do.“ 
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